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SUBJECT: CASE OF FORMER PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEER MICHAEL HEFFNER 

T. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT DELIVERING FOLLOWING MESSAGE 
TO CONGRESSMAN BOB TRAXLER IN RESPONSE TO HIS COMMERCIAL CABLE 
OF OCT 23 TO AMBASSADOR. 

2. DEPARTURE OF MR. AND MRS. HEFFNER FROM KOREA HAS BEEN 
DELAYED BY INABILITY OF MRS. HEFFNER TO MEET STRICT KOREAN 
LEGAL REQUIREMENT THAT SHE SURRENDER HER IDENTITY CARD AT 
TIME OF DEPARTURE FROM KOREA. WHILE SHE HAS PASSPORT AND 
VISA IN HER POSSESSION. SHE HAS NOT HAD POSSESSION OF HER 
IDENTITY CARD (OR SOUGHT TO OBTAIN REPLACEMENT) FOR PAST 
YEAR. IT BEING HELD OR HAS BEEN DESTROYED BY PARENTS. LATTER 
HAVE BEEN ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO BOTH MARRIAGE AND DEPARTURE OF 
DAUGHTER FROM KOREA AND HAVE THUS FAR REFUSED TO COOPERATE 

IN EITHER RETURNING CARD OR ASSISTING IN OBTAINING REPLACEMENT. 

3. EMBASSY AND PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR HAVE ENDEAVORED TO EXTEND 
ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TO HEFFNERS AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO 

SO. IF INFORMAL EFFORTS NOW UNDERWAY PROVE INEFFECTIVE, EMBASSY 
WILL CONSIDER RAISING QUESTION AT HIGHER LEVELS. PROBLEM IS 
MADE PARTICULARLY DIFFICULT BECAUSE IT INVOLVES NOT ONLY LEGAL 
REQUIREMENTS REGARDING IDENTITY CARD BUT MARRIAGE AND EMIGRA- 
TION OVER OBJECTIONS OF PARENTS VIOLATES KOREAN SOCIAL 
MORES IN FACE OF WHICH OFFICIALS AT ALL LEVELS FIND IT EXTREME- 
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LY DIFFICULT TO ACT. 
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